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Anita Holdcroft, as Reader and Honorary Consultant Anaesthetist, Chelsea and Westminster Hospital, Imperial College London is an internationally recognised clinical scientist specialising in pain medicine especially in women. She was first the secretary and then the Co-Chair of the International Association for the Study of Pain Special Interest Group on Sex, Gender and Pain from 1999 to 2005. She is the immediate Past President of the Royal Society of Medicine Forum on Maternity and the Newborn, has authored and edited definitive textbooks such as ‘Principles and Practice of Obstetric Anaesthesia and Analgesia’ and ‘Core Topics in Pain’. Her publications include the Chapter on 'Sex and Gender Differences in Pain' in Wall and Melzack’s Textbook of Pain 4th and 5th Editions and multiple scientific papers on pain relating to women and anaesthesia during childbirth. She has research grants and publications investigating pain during childbirth and gender differences in human pain sensations.

She is the Deputy Chair of the British Medical Association Medical Academic Staff Committee and she has grants to develop women’s careers in academic medicine.

